The research process is filled with potential ethical pitfalls. First, the researcher has to convince funders that their project is amazing, assure the institutional review board (IRB) they are going to follow a lot of rules, recruit people to serve as subjects or allow access to information (often with no benefit to themselves), and finally, persuade editors and reviewers that the findings should be published. All this is required to generate and share new knowledge for a successful career. The possible lure of shortcuts at best, and bad practices at worst, is hard to miss. Violations of ethical principles including integrity, autonomy, beneficence, and justice can occur. Unfortunately, examples of scientific misconduct abound, and include some nurse researchers (Fierz et al., 2014) . When research is compromised, it hurts the researcher's reputation as well as any affiliated organizations, and diminishes public trust in the scientific process. Nurse researchers need to maintain a high level of scientific integrity for ethical practice.
Scientific integrity is also relevant for nurses in clinical practice who may be involved in all aspects of the research process as team members, and serve as patient advocates. Nurses must support the autonomy of individuals to decide whether or not to participate in research activities and when to withdraw from participation (American Nurses Association [ANA], 2015) . Clinicians may also be implementing and evaluating their own evidencebased projects. Careful project design, accurate data collection, and appropriate data analysis are essential for ethical evidence-based projects. Data must be handled in a secure manner especially if any personal health identifiers are involved. Nurses also use research findings to provide evidence-based care but these findings should be from legitimate sources such as respected journals and professional guidelines.
For emerging scholars, scientific integrity is a concept that is often tossed around but can be difficult for novice researchers to define and explain. Scientific integrity is not an esoteric concept, but has practical meaning, because emerging scholars are likely to encounter ethical challenges during the research and dissertation process. How do you protect vulnerable 793081WJ NXXX10.1177/0193945918793081Western Journal of Nursing ResearchEditorial editorial2018 subjects? From whom do you accept funding? What should you do if you see practices you think are inappropriate? Who is an author and why does order of authorship matter? Authorship is a common ethical dilemma emerging scholars may encounter early on, especially when they have opportunities to collaborate with senior faculty members, because the relationship is unequal due to power imbalances. Faculty members may over-or under-represent students' contributions to a manuscript (Gross , Alhusen & Jennings, 2012) . Fierz et al. (2014) argues that these forms of scientific misconduct violate the ethical principle of integrity (honesty, open communication, and fairness) .
Educating and mentoring researchers on ethical practices and potential pitfalls is an important approach to avoiding scientific misconduct. To support these efforts, members of the Midwest Nursing Research Society (2018) recently updated their booklet: Guidelines for Scientific Integrity: A Handbook for Research. The booklet provides an overview of common types of scientific misconduct and scientific integrity, regulatory concerns, issues in protecting human subjects and vulnerable populations, and ethical authorship. This handbook thus provides an excellent review for researchers, and a tool for teaching emerging scholars and students. With the current emphasis on evidence-based practice, this third edition of Guidelines for Scientific Integrity: A Handbook for Research is also relevant and useful for practicing nurses.
